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YOUR LEGACY WILL  MAKE A  

DIFFERENCE AND YOUR LOVE OF  
ANIMALS WILL  L IVE FOREVER 
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A life long love of animals 
 

Hello, and thank you so much for your enquiry. My name is Deborah  
Barron, I’m pictured here with my  beautiful boxer cross dog Ali 
and my handsome cat Foogli. They are both rescue animals.  
 
Despite her size, Ali is a real softy. We believe that she was used as 
a breeding dog and may have been mistreated as she can become 
very anxious and rather nervous. Foogli was a neglected cat who 
was brought in to the Shelter by his owner. His eyes were sealed 
shut with discharge and his fur was so matted that his back legs 
would not properly come away from his stomach. The staff at  
Cheltenham Animal Shelter spent a lot of time caring for him and 
getting him back to good health. Whilst he was recovering, I saw 
him and fell for him straight away! All of his mats had to be  

removed under anaesthetic so his body fur had been clipped away so he was left with a big 
fluffy head and tail with not much in the middle!  
 
My role at Cheltenham Animal Shelter is the Fundraising and P.R. Manager. It is my  
responsibility to ensure that the Charity has enough funds to continue with its vital work long 
into the future. This role therefore includes helping animal lovers who may be thinking about 
using their Will to leave something towards our work.  
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This type of income, known as a legacy, pays for the care of approximately half of our animals 
and so it is important that people should have their questions about the Charity answered with 
no obligation at all.  
 
I started my role at Cheltenham Animal Shelter in August 2008. I have a life long love of  
animals, having grown up on a small holding where my parents would rescue everything  
and anything!  
 
Like everyone who works at Cheltenham Animal Shelter, I am very passionate about my work. I 
find it very challenging but so rewarding. Being able to witness the animals stories from sad  
beginnings to happy endings makes it all worth while for me!  
 
Thank you for your support 
Kindest regards 

 
 
 
 

Deborah Barron 
Cert Ed, M inst F (Cert) 

 
If you have any questions about the work of  

Cheltenham Animal Shelter or wish to have a guided 
tour of the facilities to see how a gift to our Charity 
in your Will truly makes a difference please contact 

me for an informal chat. 
 

Telephone: 01242 548775  
 

Email: fundraising@gawa.org.uk  



Cheltenham Animal Shelter has been in existence since 1926 and 
first became a charity in 1962. From humble beginnings when two 
elderly ladies started taking in stray cats, we have grown to be 
Gloucestershire's mainstay in animal welfare. 
 
Cheltenham Animal Shelter rescue and rehome unwanted and 
abandoned dogs, cats and small animals throughout  
Gloucestershire. Around 1000+ animals come through our doors 
every year at a cost of approximately £500,000. In 2011, 511 dogs 
were found straying in Tewkesbury Borough, Cotswold District, 
Cheltenham Borough and Gloucester City. Dogs that had been 
found lost or abandoned, scared and in need of a comfy bed, 
food, water and love. In 2011, 220 stray cats were found and only 
29 of them reunited with their owners. In 2011, 227 animals were 
unable to be cared for or unwanted by their owners. They needed 
help to find a new loving home and Cheltenham Animal Shelter 
was there for them.  

 
 

 

 
Cheltenham Animal Shelter has a strict non-destruction policy which means that we never 
put to sleep a healthy animal.  This does mean that some animals stay in our care for a very 

long time but we never give up hope of finding them a new loving home.  

Gifts in Wills help us rehome animals like 
Bert (pictured above) 
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If your pet has brought huge joy into your life, remembering  
Cheltenham Animal Shelter in your Will is a wonderful way to help 
celebrate your love of our four-legged friends and help animals less 
fortunate than your own for many years to come. If you would like to 
help provide Shelter and care for Gloucestershire’s unfortunate  
animals then please consider us when writing your Will.  
 
Where needed, each animal is neutered, micro-chipped, treated for 
fleas and worms, vaccinated and regularly health checked, which all 
contribute to our expensive vets bills. Each kennel and cattery pen is 
individually heated to increase the animals comfort during their stay. 
To prevent the spread of disease each pen is washed and cleaned on 
a daily basis, which leaves the Shelter with large utility bills. There 
are over 20 full and part time members of staff needed to ensure 
that the charity is run effectively and that the high standards of  
animal welfare are maintained. The Shelter now helps in the region 

of 1000 animals each and every year at a cost of approximately £500,000. The charity receives 
no government or lottery funding so relies greatly on the kindness and generosity of its  
supporters. 

 
Your gift will help to give food, bedding, veterinary care and love to many of the dogs, cats 

and small animals in need in Gloucestershire. 
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How your gift can make a difference 
Indies Story 

Pictured here on the left is Indie, when 
she first arrived at Cheltenham Animal 
Shelter 
 
Indie was found wandering alone in the 
dark on a cold September evening on the 
top of Snowshill.  
 
She was picked up by a member of our 
staff and rushed back to the Animal  
Shelter for emergency treatment as it 
was discovered that she was suffering 
from a severe skin condition. 
 
It was obvious to the staff that Indie had 
been left to suffer with this horrific  
condition for quite sometime. 
 
Her skin was so painful that she was 
scratching herself until she bled and was 
left covered in open wounds and scabs.  
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Indie required a lot of love and attention from our staff to 
get her skin back to normal and allow her hair to grow back 
through. 
 
Her care involved regular bathing and applications of  
lotions. After several months of hard work and dedication 
by the staff, Indie made a full recovery. 
 
Despite her obvious neglect from humans in the past, she is 
still a very trusting and loyal dog that would do anything to 
please her carer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once Indie had fully recovered, she was put up for  
re-homing and within days had been reserved. She now 
lives a care free, pain free life with a loving family. 
 

If we were not here—who would have helped?  
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Max (pictured above) was found a new  
loving home by the staff at Cheltenham  

Animal Shelter after being in the  
kennels for one month.  
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Blossom and Pebbles (pictured 
above) were found a new lov-
ing home by the staff at Chel-

tenham Animal Shelter 
 after being signed over by 

their owner. Their stay at the 
Shelter lasted for 2 months.  
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Simba: Handsome Simba (pictured left) was found aban-
doned in a box with his siblings. They were all left to fend 
for themselves at only 4 weeks of age. They were all so 
lucky to have survived.  
 
At Cheltenham Animal Shelter, we promote neutering and 
offer the service at a discounted rate to those in receipt of 
benefits at our on site veterinary practice (Casvet) We 
dream of a day when there are no more unwanted animals 
entering the world.  With your support, we hope that one 
day our dream will come true. 

Misty: Beautiful Misty (pictured right) was brought in to Cheltenham 
Animal Shelter as her owners could no longer care for her. Due to her 
size, she required extra large accommodation which the Shelter was 
able to cater for. Misty stayed in our care until a suitable loving home 
was offered to her.  
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Why make a Will 
 

A correctly made Will is a powerful tool to help shape the future. With it, you can decide how 
you want things shared out amongst family members and those closest to your heart when the 
time comes. 

 
One of the satisfying aspects about arranging a Will is the pleasure 
of deciding where the remainder can do most good. You may decide 
to remember a Charity like Cheltenham Animal Shelter with a  
percentage of your Will.  
 
Gifts in Wills make up the largest proportion of our income – in 
fact, we simply couldn’t do what we do without them. 
 
 
 
 
 

Of course, you will always want to look after family and friends first, but after that, you can 

also care for your animal friends..… 
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Remembering Cheltenham Animal Shelter in your Will is a wonderful way to give us your support 

and leave a lasting legacy that will help us to help the unwanted and abandoned animals in  
Gloucestershire. 
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Benefits  
Charitable legacies may reduce the total amount of inheritance tax due from the estate you 
leave behind. A gift in your Will to Cheltenham Animal Shelter may reduce the amount of  
inheritance tax due from your loved ones.   
 
When making or changing a Will, we recommend that you use your solicitor. They have the  
professional expertise to make sure that your wishes are clearly expressed, that the correct  
legal wording is used, and that there will be no problems about carrying out what you want.  
The fee for drawing up a Will is a small price to pay for peace of mind, and you may be  
pleasantly surprised how little a straightforward Will can cost.  



What type of gift to choose 

A residuary legacy is the remainder if 
the estate once other gifts and payments 
have been made. This type of gift is 
popular with our supporters because it 
remains proportional to the value of your 
estate.  
 
A pecuniary legacy is a fixed sum of 
money. The value of pecuniary legacies 
could decrease over time, as the cost of 
living increases.  
 
A specific legacy is a particular named 
item, for example a piece of jewellery 
or property. 
 
A residuary legacy after a partner dies 
allows you to leave assets for the care of 
a loved one for the duration of their life.         

When they die, your legacy will then go               
to your chosen recipient.   
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Making amendments to your Will 
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A codicil is a document that amends, rather than replaces, a previously executed Will.  

Amendments made by a codicil may add or revoke small provisions (e.g., changing executors), 

or may completely change the majority, or all, of the gifts under the Will. Each codicil must 

conform to the same legal requirements as the original Will, such as the signatures of the  

Testator and, typically, two or three disinterested witnesses.  

In the pocket of the next page you will find a codicil form. After it has been completed, signed 

and witnessed, this Codicil legally includes a legacy to Cheltenham Animal Shelter in your Will. 

We suggest that you keep the Codicil with your original will, and that you keep a copy of the 

Codicil with any copies of your will held by your solicitor 

or other people. 

 
Cheltenham Animal Shelter strongly advises you to seek 
legal advice before making any changes to your Will to 
ensure that it is done legally so that your wishes are 

adhered to. 
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Thank you for helping us help them - your support 

really will make a difference.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gloucestershire Animal Welfare  
Association and 

Cheltenham Animal Shelter,  
Gardners Lane,  

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire,  
GL51 9JW 

 
 
 

 

            www.gawa.org.uk  


